GWUC – Faith Development Missional Group
Notes of Meeting 27 August 2009, 8.00pm at the church

Present: 
Mark Easton, Rev Greg Fry, Ross Mackinnon, Dean Mann

Apologies: 
Herb Fleming, Merinee Lang, Jit Tan

Convenor: 
Ross Mackinnon appointed as convenor (taking over from Greg Fry)

Discussion

Key areas of responsibility for this Group are seen to be:

1. Worship 

(a) Oversight of all worship services
· No need for a separate Worship Committee – this Group can deal with worship issues.  
· Worship Plan to be organised a term at a time with themes from the Lectionary set out for each week to assist worship leaders in preparation, and to have common themes for each worship service.

· Need to have comprehensive list of retired ministers and ministers in association in the congregation.
· Need to have a comprehensive list of Accredited Lay Preachers in the congregation and those working towards Accreditation. 

· Need to provide support for the 4.30 worshippers especially when Caroline finishes up. 

(b) Deepening worship experience – need to work out ways in which this can be done. 
(c) Articulation of worship styles – need to make the different worship styles at each service clear.
2. Small Groups

(a) Need to finalise the list of study groups in the congregation and encourage and publicise these. 

(b) Need to note where there are gaps in our study offerings and move to fill these.

(c) Need to have special “one-off” study sessions for Elders (and others) on the Sacraments.

(d) Elders Gatherings should always include a significant element of faith development (planned ahead, not ad hoc or on the run).  

3. Leadership Development

(a) Encouragement for Lay Preacher Training

(b) Encouragement for other formal studies in Theology 
4. Events

(a) Organise an annual special congregational faith event (like the Isaiah Festival in 2008).

For 2009, theme to be “Worship”, to be held on a weekend after Easter with external speakers/input.

(b)  Support  and encourage Christmas Alight and the Easter Event.
(c) Be alert to, publicise, and encourage attendance at outside events – e.g., Lectures, workshops, conferences.

Other issues

1. We need a clear definition of “Faith Development” - Ross to have a crack at this.

2. We need to set goals for 12 months ahead.

3. We need to set up good Library and Audio Visual resources.

4. “Forge” Mission organisation has good resources which could be used for study sessions.

5. Randall Prior’s recent Mission paper to be converted to AV format for study purposes?
6. Faith sharing is important and needs to be encouraged and developed.
Meeting closed 10.00pm

Next Meeting – Tuesday 22 September 2009 at the church. 

