CITY OF
MONASH

Chinese Dads’ Playgroup
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For dads and kids aged 0-5 *ﬁ

(0-5 ¥ &E&FXTEH)
Time: 10am-12pm Every Second Saturday mornings
BiE: FRARSLF 10-12 &

Venue Address #it: Glen Waverley Uniting Church (GWUC)
Kingsway (corner Bogong Avenue) Parking in church and council facility

Session Dates Sat 8 Dec

Term 4 2018 Sat 13 Oct Sat 27 Oct Sat 10 Nov Sat 24 Nov Christmas Party
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Learning by doing and learning through experiencing is Chinese Playgroup’s
philosophy and its educational outcomes are achieved through child
participation with hands-on activity program.
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Please refer to the back page for the detailed information about Chinese Dads’ Support Program (PTO)
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Enrolling is essential for the playgroup due to limited spaces # F N8G5 A [k, LMK G T 7T S

Contact 5% % A Joseph Jin (42 JF) Program Coordinator P 8873 5408 (A %) P 98754222 (if4)  E connections.blackburn.reception@vt.uniting.org
Or contact Glen Waverley Uniting Church Office P 9560 3580  E office@qgwuc.org.au
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Chinese Dads’ Support Program

The Chinese Dads’ Playgroup is run as a partnership between Uniting (Vic & Tas) and Glen Waverley Uniting Church (GWUC).
The program provides a unique and friendly environment for children to learn and grow while building a strong bond with their
father. It is aimed at empowering dads by adapting a dads-run playgroup concept throughout the program operation. The
practice involves dads’ direct involvement in planning and implementing program activities such as art, craft, storytelling, singing,
along with other indoor and outdoor activities. The interest-based activities may include both excursion and incursion initiatives.
For example, going to Council's Cabena playgroup, animal farms, art gallery, museums; inviting musicians and service
professionals to Dads Playgroup. The program activities create quality social interactions among dads and children. Dads’
organisational and leadership skills are then nurtured and developed through program participation. The program delivers
fortnightly Saturday playgroup sessions during term time and there are no playgroup activities during school holidays.

Social skills, critical thinking and creativity are important qualities for children and these are nurtured at playgroup. Child’s
shyness and fear of public speaking are common among Asian children; and sometimes adults. At playgroup ‘on-stage’
storytelling and singing involving children can help build child’s confidence in public speaking, thus addressing and mitigating
child’s shyness in early years. Hands on doing and fixing things in the early years will help children learn the essentials of
engineering innovative thinking and problem solving (researched from NASA). The hands-on philosophy of the Chinese Dads’
Playgroup is achieved through specifically designed program activities. Dads’ Playgroup also features a therapeutic approach
of art and music (everything is art - even music is an art form of sound). The program engages children with various art
formation activities and with Chinese songs and music. At Dads’ Playgroup opportunities are created for children to socialise
with other children, to participate in a variety of age appropriate developmental activities, and to experience immersion in
bilingual language and culture.

Child’s play has its purpose and play should be the child’s first real job in growing up.

The program’s supportive and stimulating environment creates a solid foundation for children to grow and develop physically,
emotionally, intellectually in order to realise their potential.

Apart from Chinese Dads’ Playgroup, there is also a more comprehensive program run by Uniting which includes male specific
programs and information evenings, linkages to mainstream services, as well as parenting workshops. The program creates
opportunities for dads to build social networks, friendship groups, share parenting skills and experiences and reduce life
pressures through participating in social activities, thus breaking down ‘urban isolation’ barriers.

Parenting is a full-time job that is truly the hardest but the most rewarding job in the world. The program assists dads in gaining
confidence with their parenting skills in order to raise great kids. The program’s ultimate goal is to help Asian migrant families
integrate into society and successfully settle in Australia.
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Enrolling is essential for the playgroup due to limited spaces & -F /L&A Tk, LR L 75 7 S
Contact ¥ % A Joseph Jin (£ % JF) Program Coordinator P 8873 5408 (%) P 9875 4222 (AT &) E connections.blackburn.reception@vt.uniting.org
Or contact Glen Waverley Uniting Church Office P 9560 3580  E office@gwuc.org.au
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